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(L-R) Annmarie Lyons, Patti Jackson-Gehris, Secretary of Health Debra L. Bogen, MD,
and Robert Edwards, MD.

UPMC is proud to support the official launch of a new Maternal Child Health
Program in Clinton County, in partnership with Pennsylvania's Department of
Health (DOH). This program will expand and ensure access to high-quality
maternal health care in Clinton County by providing a front door for
pregnancy testing and prenatal education provided by the Lock Haven State
Health Center and connecting patients with needed care at UPMC Lock
Haven and UPMC Williamsport.

"Our goal is simple: to develop a local network that provides easier access to
basic pregnancy and post-partum care services that support mothers, babies
and families. This pilot project is the latest effort in the [Shapiro]
Administration's ongoing work with health care and community leaders, to
find commonsense solutions to support and sustain our rural health care
system," said Debra Bogen, MD, Pennsylvania Secretary of Health.

The partnership was marked on Jan. 28 by a Community Baby Shower to
celebrate the program's launch. The event provided car seat safety checks,
educational materials, and other giveaways for community members.

"l am hopeful that [the] event will showcase an innovative model of care and
inspire others to adopt similar approaches across the state," said Patti
Jackson-Gehris, UPMC in North Central Pennsylvania President. "We are
grateful to be able to partner with the state in support of this pilot program. [It]
is just the beginning of a larger, ongoing dialogue aimed at developing
sustainable solutions to ensure every woman has access to the care

she deserves."

We wish to send a special thank you to Dr. Bogen, Secretary of Health,
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for joining this community event and
partnering to close gaps in maternal health care.



* This material is presented for informational purposes only, and does not constitute the
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endorsement of UPMC by any public official or political party.
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The Importance of Addressing Maternity
Care Deserts

Maternity care deserts are areas that lack vital pregnancy and childbirth care.
The number of them in the United States is growing. Women who cannot
access prenatal care face a higher risk of complications, such as preterm
birth, low birth weight, or even mother or child death. Click to read more
about the critical need to bridge these gaps and how UPMC is partnering to
enable care.
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CMS Birthing-Friendly Designations at UPMC

More than 10 UPMC hospitals hold the birthing-friendly designation, which
the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) created in 2023 to
identify hospitals and health systems that participate in a statewide or
national perinatal quality improvement collaborative program and implement
evidence-based care to improve maternal health.

Highlights from UPMC Health Plan

UPMC Health Plan focuses on improving the health of our members. Keep up
to date with news focused on community impact.

e Since 2011, the UPMC Center for High-Value Health Care has
utilized patient-centered outcomes research, comparative
effectiveness studies, program evaluations, implementation
science, and patient and community engagement activities to
understand how new health care delivery and payment models
affect health and cost outcomes within UPMC and beyond.
Learn more about the UPMC Center for High-Value Health Care in
their annual newsletter.

e Chester Ho, MD, is now the new chief medical officer for UPMC
Health Plan. Several media outlets covered Dr. Ho's
appointment, including Becker's Payer Issues and the
Pittsburgh Business Times.

e Brendan Harris, president, UPMC for You and State Programs,
sat with Meg Murray, CEO, Association for Community
Affiliated Plans (ACAP), for the latest episode of the ACAP
Coffee Break podcast. Brendan shares how mentors have
helped shape his career journey and influence his work. A
recording can be found here.

o City & State PA named Mary Beth Jenkins, president and CEO,
UPMC Health Plan, to its 2024 "Power of Diversity: Women
100" listing.
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UPMC's Government Relations Team is committed to delivering relevant and
timely news on the latest health care trends, medical research, and clinical
developments as they relate to public health issues.

© 2025 UPMC

L D dinpXGlald)

UPMC, 200 Lothrop Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Find a Provider | MyUPMC | Careers | HealthBeat Blog
Manage My Subscriptions | Edit My Profile | Unsubscribe



https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27fcf61c48c1f7eafa784ac99211af38b8fb6296f42eabf8456509ad4b2dd4ffb706371bc1219172b5aaa1f21f1dd6c063
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27fcf61c48c1f7eafa784ac99211af38b8fb6296f42eabf8456509ad4b2dd4ffb706371bc1219172b5aaa1f21f1dd6c063
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b278b3f262ff6d925f8f6e4820d114d53821c43554a046282fc82b2b711ea1eab54e14262f89910a1b6bb78bc9fd110053b
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b278b3f262ff6d925f8f6e4820d114d53821c43554a046282fc82b2b711ea1eab54e14262f89910a1b6bb78bc9fd110053b
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b276614675f328cf1080f836bdfbf0f87f87b80829806025420cad853dcf30fa4e7494d4f3aa6081bb1491c7bba21a4aa0e
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b276614675f328cf1080f836bdfbf0f87f87b80829806025420cad853dcf30fa4e7494d4f3aa6081bb1491c7bba21a4aa0e
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27ba6966476a7e72676efbf9bfd264705bacf3c8f97baa37811657bbcc0efeef08a21ae9517faaf62b74cd525e9e245d66
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27ba6966476a7e72676efbf9bfd264705bacf3c8f97baa37811657bbcc0efeef08a21ae9517faaf62b74cd525e9e245d66
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27404c3d2ea21589564b43182c4008ffd1a689a385fdad4e51db8fde2541f1457d07078b90077fd05f1855a43b5f60c344
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27404c3d2ea21589564b43182c4008ffd1a689a385fdad4e51db8fde2541f1457d07078b90077fd05f1855a43b5f60c344
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27c2e9226352a5bbc0eb2c17b8a3be65a1761d7dbd3514e2c5a2dcb9e4096abd6c45b27c6b2b9304c879bf31e008166e04
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27c2e9226352a5bbc0eb2c17b8a3be65a1761d7dbd3514e2c5a2dcb9e4096abd6c45b27c6b2b9304c879bf31e008166e04
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27669c2e09df271cccf9829f978e3479211c58d0a6d39567510c1551e5803d4c27cede62b7194dd4497895db2b4bc95a05
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27669c2e09df271cccf9829f978e3479211c58d0a6d39567510c1551e5803d4c27cede62b7194dd4497895db2b4bc95a05
https://www.google.com/maps/search/200+Lothrop+Street+%0D%0A++++++++++++Pittsburgh,+PA+15213?entry=gmail&source=g
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27f2fe7b17842a456ab6309bd69de87a7bb4685a6c3e1dab7fd34a9aadee582aa0875f810e71c3cc67610d88af92d38bbc
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27a545bd5400bed175c2d301bc537042bb25b3ddfd74ec318298184a4231ee3c2a744d03deba742e35e2b24f6edbc33cc2
https://careers.upmc.com/?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=82&utm_medium=symphonytalent-misctags&utm_term=87055_Careers%20Home%20Page%20-%20Footer
https://click.notify.upmc.com/?qs=1e78f37d68ee3b27ec90569690b8fd6706dc5507fa777531dd5b43c4ccde407661a7320e932f3716188b3e6bef5024b98f0da321d98afa8b



